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Since January, I’ve been taking a class at Christian Theological Seminary on
Presbyterian Polity and Sacrament.  While it is a requirement for my Masters of
Divinity degree, I’m ever surprised at the depth and theology and intention that
our denomination has put into its governance.  When I first came to Fairview, I
spent a year or so learning about the Reformed Tradition, coming from 40+ years
in the Episcopal Church.  The most astonishing fact to me is the way decisions
are made – decisions are always made by groups of people.  It’s never just one
person who unilaterally decides something and it is done.  We believe that God
better works through a number of people who come to an agreement, than one
lone person.  As this is reiterated in my polity class by instructor, Rev. Dr. Teri
Thomas (pastor at Northminster), I’m impressed by the long history of ordaining
women (first as deacons and elders).  I’m encouraged by the lengths we’ve gone to so we can ensure that all
voices are heard and there is equality.  While reading the Book of Order, I’ve discovered its colorful, intelligent,
and matter-of-fact style of expression.  I actually dreaded having to read it.  I mean, who wouldn’ t?  Have you
ever looked at it?  A bunch of “ laws”  and “ rules”  that each have numbers assigned to them?  But if you delve
into it, you’ ll find that its rich in love for God and love for neighbor.  You can’ t do better than that. 


