
REV. DR.  JOHN  KOPPITCH
By the time you read this, even more aid will have been sent, but I wanted to
see your Presbyterian church at work (and encourage you to participate).  This
update is from May 15.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has committed $100,000 from One Great
Hour of Sharing and designated funds to provide emergency assistance to
survivors of the devastating tropical cyclone Nargis that hit Myanmar the first
weekend in May.  News reports predict the number of deaths could total as
many as 80,000.  U.N. officials report that close to 1 million people are homeless. The low-lying Irrawaddy Delta
region, the country's main agricultural area, suffered the most severe damage.  PDA's funds will support
humanitarian relief items for disaster survivors.  The response is focused on food first, from $40,000 to $50,000 in
food aid-then shelter.

PDA is working as a member of ecumenical partnerships Action by Churches Together (ACT) and Church World
Service (CWS).  In addition to immediate relief operations, a comprehensive assessment is ongoing

PDA is also responding to the earthquake that struck China May 12.  The PCUSA's mission partner in China, the
Amity Foundation, is responding to the disaster; Amity staff members have been assessing the damage in Chengdu
and other affected areas.

Funds from One Great Hour of Sharing and designated giving will be used to help Amity purchase rice, quilts and
shelter material for the earthquake survivors.  Amity has already provided approximately $143,000 for the purchase
and provision of drinking water and food.

For more information visit PDA's Web site http://www.pcusa.org/pda/

If you would like to contribute, make your check out to Fairview Presbyterian Church and indicate it is for
Burma, China, or for One Great Hour of Sharing (take your pick).


