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Thethird great Christian holiday takes place this month. Want to hazard
aguess astowhat it is? No, it’snot Mothers' Day...athough this year
the festival happens to coincide with Mothers' Day (May 11).

It is Pentecost — the day we cel ebrate the beginning of the church.

At Christmas, we celebrate God’ s incarnation in the birth of Jesus. At
Easter, we celebrate God' s defeat of Sin and Death in Jesus’ resurrection.

At Pentecost, we celebrate the proclamation of this good news through the
witness of Christian disciplesin the church.

It was on this particular day that the followers of Jesus were so filled with the energy and enthusiasm of the Holy
Spirit that it was asif they wereonfire. Thus, the color red isassociated with this day (and it would be fun to have
a congregation full of red on Pentecost Sunday!).

The primary purpose of the church isto spread the Good News of God’slove. Pentecost isagood timeto review
our own testimony. How do we give withessto what God has donein our lives? How do we share (through word
and deed), the knowledge of God’s amazing love for us? Do our friends and colleagues even know that we are
disciples of Jesus Christ?



